forschtug von Galen bis Claude Bernard, by N. MANI (Basler Veroffentlichungen zur Geschichte der Medizin und der Biologie, Fasc. XXI), Basle and Stuttgart, Schwabe Verlag, 1967, pp. 649, illus., S.Fr. 68 . In a previously published monograph in the Basler Veroffentlichungen Dr. Mani has already set forth ancient conceptions of the anatomy, physiology and pathology of the liver, with special emphasis on Greek and Roman antiquity (Fasc. IX, Die historischen Grundlagen der Leberforschung, L). The present volume spans sixteen hundred years of anatomical and physiological investigation of the liver but omits consideration of pathology. The reader will find in Dr. Mani's book a careful and detailed presentation of the ideas and findings (interspersed with a wealth of citations drawn from the primary sources) of every hepatologist of any importance in this period. The text is further supplemented by 137 pages of notes and citations from primary sources in fine print. Another valuable feature is an extensive and well reproduced collection of anatomical illustrations drawn from the medical literature of the thirteenth to the nineteenth century.
Dr. Mani considers Galen the ancient and Bernard the modern focal point in the history of hepatology. After a long period during which Galen's doctrines were transmitted with little change from generation to generation there came the 'morphological revolution' of the sixteenth century. It was led of course by Vesalius, but Dr. Mani gives an honourable and important place to Leonardo. The seventeenth century then witnessed the integration into hepatology of the Harveian circulation and the system of lacteals and lymphatics newly discovered by Aselli, Pecquet, Book Reviews Bartholin and Rudbeck. During the eighteenth century the humours and qualities of Galenic theory were gradually replaced by physico-chemical conceptions. In the nineteenth century the rise of the cell theory was reflected in hepatology by Purkinje and Henle's description of liver cell structure and crowned by Claude Bernard's characterization of the liver cell as a chemical laboratory and centre of metabolism. After a brief eclipse of the importance of the liver-when it seemed no more than an excretory organ-it regained a position in the new physiology as important and central as that which it had once held in the old. In a curious way it even regained something of its old status as a centre of blood formation when Reichert and Koelliker described the formation of blood cells in the foetal liver.
Dr. Mani has enriched medical history with a fine and scholarly work. One hopes that his book will prove to be the first of a genre to include eventually (with the co-operation of other medical historians) all of the organs and tissues of the body. I have only some minor complaints to make. In view of the importance rightly accorded to Galen it seems a pity that he is dismissed in somewhat less than two thousand words. While it is true that some aspects of Galen's hepatology were touched on in Dr. Mani's earlier monograph, cited above, in neither work are the foundations of Galen's physiology adequately presented. Secondly, the text has been overly subdivided into a plethora of numbered and lettered sections and subsections. Many paragraphs consist of only one or two sentences and sometimes resemble notebook entries rather than a fully worked up text. This gives rise to an excess of white paper on the printed page. Together with the jerkiness of style the effect, unfortunately, is to interfere somewhat with the reader's pleasure. (1912) .
The Medical School took the opportunity of the first world war to do important research work on war-gases, and although President Van Hise died soon after the 103
